After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were
opened,

and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered,;

This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased.
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An Act of Spiritual Communion.

My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.

I love You above all things,

and | desire to receive You into my soul.

Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

| embrace You as if you were already there,

and | unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)

Prayer to St. Michael

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in our daily battle; be our safeguard against
the wickedness and snares of the devil.

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God thrust
down into hell
Satan and all the other evil spirits who prowl throughout
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

¥V Our Lady of Lourdes R Pray for Us
V St Theresa R Pray for Us
V St Anthony R Pray for Us

Confession
@ Absolutien

Confessions
Available after every weekday and
Saturday Vigil Mass or by advanced

booking.

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
30 minutes before Weekday Mass

Anointing of the sick
In cases of emergency only.

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Naz-
areth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by
John. On coming up out of the water he saw the heav-
ens being torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, de-
scending upon him. And a voice came from the heav-
ens, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.” ~Mark 1:9—11

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a liturgical
bridge that connects the Christmas season to Ordi-
nary Time. During the Christmas season we pondered
the Incarnation, Nativity, Presentation in the Temple,
and Epiphany. Today, we see Jesus manifesting Him-
self to the world as He began His three years of public
ministry.

Jesus begins His ministry through an act of deep soli-

darity with the fallen human race. John the Baptist
had been preaching in the desert and offering a bap-
tism of repentance. John’s baptism was not the same
as our baptism today. Instead, it was only a sign of
one’s willingness to turn away from sin and turn to-
ward God. Jesus, of course, had nothing to repent of.
He was sinless in every way. But that didn’t stop Him
from freely choosing to receive the baptism of repent-
ance. Why would He do that?

Simply put, Jesus chose to unite Himself with fallen
humanity, taking upon Himself our own sins and suf-
fering their consequences. He humbly allowed Him-
self to be identified as a sinner in need of repentance.
This was done out of love for us and out of His longing
to become one with us so that we could become one
with Him.

By bowing His sacred head to receive the baptism of
repentance, Jesus united Himself and His divinity to
everyone who had already chosen to repent. And He
gave power to every forthcoming act of repentance
others would make, even until today. When we repent
today, we meet Jesus in that same water of repent-
ance.

It was not only the Eternal Son Who was present at
that baptism of repentance, but the Father and the
Holy Spirit as well. The Spirit descended upon Jesus
in the form of a dove, and the Father’s Voice spoke to
acknowledge His oneness with His Son. Therefore,
every time we make a humble act of repentance, such
as when we combine the crucifixion, the Trinity, and
holy water upon entering a church and blessing our-
selves, we not only meet our Lord but also receive the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and share more fully in
our adoption as sons and daughters of the Father in
Heaven.

As we commemorate Jesus’ baptism liturgically, we
celebrate the fact that our Christian baptism was the
beginning of this new unity with the Holy Trinity. But
we also celebrate our oneness with God, which is re-
newed every time we make an interior act of repent-
ance for our sins. If we fully understood what hap-
pens every time we acknowledge our sins and repent
of them, we would never grow tired of repenting. Eve-
ry time we acknowledge and repent of our sin, we
meet Christ anew, receive a greater outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, and affirm and deepen our adoption by
the Father in Heaven.
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St Theresa’s and Our Lady of Lourdes with St Anthony’s
Parish Priest: Fr. Bede Dike | Parish Office Tel: 0114 248 6102

Office Email: olol.church@btinternet.com

o

Website: https://ourladyoflourdes-sttheresa.hallam-diocese.com/

January Devotion: The Holy Name of Jesus

Saturday, 10th January,
6.00pm, Our Lady of Lourdes — World Peace

Sunday, 11th January,

8.30am, St Anthony’s — Elizabeth Evans RIP
9.45am, Our Lady of Lourdes — Shane
Chessum RIP

11.00am, St. Theresa’s — Birthday blessings for
Sanctus and Benedict Daudu.

Monday, 12th January, 10.00am, Our Lady of
Lourdes

Weekday — The Sick & Housebound of Our
Parishes

Tuesday, 13th January, 10.00am, Our Lady of
Lourdes
Weekday — SVP Benéeficiaries

Wednesday, 14th January, 10.00am, Our Lady
of Lourdes
Weekday — Mr Finnegan RIP

Thursday, 15th January, 11.00am,
St. Theresa’s
Weekday — Catherine McGinty RIP (Anniversary)

Friday, 16th January, 10.00am, Our Lady of

Lourdes
Weekday—November Memorial List
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The Baptism of the Lord, Yr. A
11th January 2026
Psalter Week 1

&

JESUS

s Baplized

Next Weekend’s Masses (2nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time, Yr. A)

Saturday 17th January

6.00pm, Our Lady of Lourdes -

Willibald Hegewald RIP

Sunday 18th January

8.30am, St. Anthony’s -

In Thanksgiving (MM)

9.45am, Our Lady of Lourdes -
Mary & James Foley RIP
11.00am St. Theresa’s -

The Holy Souls in Purgatory, especially those
with no one to pray for them.

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions

Our Lady of Lourdes: The Holy Souls in
Purgatory
Sponsor: The Parish

St. Anthony’s: Sandra Rawlings RIP
Sponsor: Irena & Bob Hunt

St. Theresa’s: The Holy Souls in
Purgatory
Sponsor: The Parish

Sunday Readings:
1% Isaiah 42:1=4,6-7.
2" Acts 10:34=38.
Gospel Matthew 3:13-17.

THE BELOVED
LISTEN TO sm!
Mar 8

Responsorial Psalm: 29.
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The LORD will bless his people with
peace.
Gospel Acclamation, Cf. Mark 9:7.

Alleluia, alleluia.

The heavens were opened and the
voice of the Father thundered: “This
is my beloved Son; listen to him”.
Alleluia.



https://ref.ly/Mark%201.9%E2%80%9311;rsvce?t=biblia
mailto:olol.church@btinternet.com
https://ourladyoflourdes-sttheresa.hallam-diocese.com/

St Theresa's 200 Club
Winners
November Draw

£100: No. 138
£40: No. 193
£20 No. 128

AR

Congratulations to all winners!

If you know anyone who is sick or housebound and

would appreciate a visit from Fr. Henry, please email .g z
or call the Parish Office so that this can be arranged. A

str
Parish Office contact details are on the front of the inisiLy

bulletin.

Children’s Mass — Our Lady of Lourdes
The next Children’s Mass will be on
18 January. If any children would like to sing in
the choir, please speak to Jacek. There will be
a rehearsal on Friday 16 January at 7.00pm
in the Parish Hall.

CHILDREN'S MASS

Thank you to all those took part in our Christmas Raffles.

The Mary’s Meals Raffle raised a fabulous £250.00
The St Anthony’s Christmas Raffle raised £133.00 ‘f \ Bl ,"

Thank you

Love & Beauty in St John’s Spiritual Canticle,

20 - 22 February 2026

2026 marks the centenary of the declaration of St John of
the Cross as a a Doctor of the Church. In honour of this
anniversary, Fr Matthew Blake, OCD will offer a weekend
reflecting on the themes of love and beauty in the most
celebrated poetry of the great Spanish mystic.

https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/love-beauty-in-

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee

How great Thou art, how great Thou art

Support for Foodbank
St. Wilfrid’s Centre We are now sup-
porting the

Tinned ham, chocolate
biscuits and crisps for
light lunches and
snacks

Gleadless Food-
bank in their new
premises, and
they are very
happy to accept
all donations. Their current ask
is for tinned meat and fish, but
any items are gratefully
received. Thank you.

st-johns-spiritual-canticle/ e, dnotions
Weekend Cash Collections 3rd/4th January safeguarding Representatives
. - School News
Our Lady of Lourdes............... £374.12 St. Theresa’s—Debi Stringer }
) OLOL—Tessa Taylor St John Fms]fn@r School news:

St Anthony’s............cccecueueneen.. £154.00 ) www.st-iohnfisher.org
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St Theresa’s ......coveeumeeesrerssenenne £355.79 S-of- 7% ) .
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These QR Codes can be used to make an offering using your smartphone.

Simply scan the relevant QR code and follow the on screen instructions.

OLOL/St. Anthony’s

<—

o Y. St. Theresa’s

We are very blessed to welcome Fr Henry

again who is here with us while Fr Bede is
away.

Please make him feel very welcome and
keep Fr Bede in your prayers as we pray
that he has a restful and peaceful holiday.

Puzzlel

This Bible verse teaches an important
lesson about how we should treat
others — and why.

Please pray for all the elderly, the sick and the housebound of our three churches including those named below.

Rita O'Hara, Clare Roberts, Jennie Heenan, Caitlin Rose Goss, Beryl Stafford, Jean Grove, Liliana Poole, Jean White, Shirley %
Foster, Sean Kilcoyne, Avis Hurst, Gloria Andrews, Chena Drakesmith, Marj Hall, Melvin Hanlon, John Carroll, Joan Hill, Claire &/ eég
Lawson, Patricia Foster, Christopher Browne, Mr. Shannon, Margaret Betson, Paul Manning, Annabel Taylor, John Nicholson, =

Philomena Walker, Lesley Osborne, Gail Hook, Elizabeth Dodson, Gemma Thomas, David Dowling,
Fr. David Stafford, Ursula & Paul Parker, Tessa Taylor.
Please pray for the repose of the recently deceased souls & those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Start with the asterisk in the center circle and follow the arrows.
Write the words in order on the blanks below.

forgiving

kmd tenderhearted

another
*And one’
forgave /

NKJV

EpheSIans

Date | Theme Narrative Books
12 Feb 26 |___Inro to tha Bible Timeting
19 Feb | Earty Wortd Genesis 1-11
26 Feb | Patriarchs Genesis 12-50
S Mar Egypt and Exodus / Exodus, Numbars
Oesart Wanderings
12 Mar Conguest and Judges / Joshug, Judges, 1and 2
| Roysl Kinggom Samuel, 1 Kings 1-11
19 Mar Divided Kingdom / 1 Kings 12-22, 2 Kings, Ezra,
| Exfte and Ratum Nebeamiah
26 Mar Maccabean Revoly | T Maccabees, Luke 1-21
__Massianic Fulfitment 1
9 Apr Massianic Fulfilment 2 and Luke 22.24, Acts
| The Church
What to Bring Interasted?

THE

GREAT
ADVENTURE

Explore the Whole Bible Story

Walcome to a friencly Bidla journey Degnning 5000 in our parish. If you've éver staned reading the
Eible only to get stuck - or just want to deepan youur faith — this group might be fos you.

Why Join?
We wall:

* Bulld our confidence and deapen understanding in mading Scripture, including Mass resdings.
* Strengthen our paraonal angagemant with the Word of God.
* Laam more about our Catholic faith in a relaxed setting,

When and Where

Thursdays, 6.20-8.00 pm - plaase note the corrected dates)
Community Mall

Any Catholic Bible (we'll be using the RSV

We're keeping the group small 50 everyone has a
Second Catholic Ecion).

| chance 1o share.
For more info contact Sam and Laune
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, You came to me in my baptism and unit-
ed me in my fallenness with You in Your divinity. I pray that I will con-
tinuously be aware of all that divides us and will never grow weary of
repenting of my sin. | do repent once again, dear Lord. | beg for Your
mercy and forgiveness and open myself more fully to You, Your Fa-
ther, and the Holy Spirit. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, | trust in You.

s seness

Planning a Celebration?

Why not book one of the Parish Halls?
For bookings at Our Lady of Lourdes please
contact Mark on 07852164838 or via email

olol.churchhallbookings@gmail.com

For bookings at St Theresa’s Hall please contact Debi on
075778 97291

{ - 3 Ao - X
C S y O\
X A 8. L)\ I

fﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁ/’

A A R R R N
N N N NN N NN N

The bulletin for January has been sponsored by Caitlyn Mensah-Olojede in celebration of their birthday. Thank you.


http://www.st-johnfisher.org
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